Law and Society - Sociology 4250 FA

Fall 2008: Mondays 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.

RB 3051 

Sociology web-page address: http://sociology.lakeheadu.ca/
Dr. Rachel Ariss   RB 2043  343-8792   

Email: rachel.ariss@lakeheadu.ca

Office Hours Thursdays 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.
Course Description:  This course will examine different theoretical approaches to the relationship between law and society, and the connections between social change and legal action. The substantive focus on the course this year will be public inquiries and aboriginal rights. Specifically, we will analyze the role of public inquiries in addressing breaches of the law and social problems through the reports from the Ipperwash Inquiry.

Course Materials:

Law and Society, Sociology 4250 Course Supplement Fall 2008 – available in bookstore
Report of the Ipperwash Inquiry, May 2007, Executive Summary, Vol. 4 pp. 1 – 79 – on MyCourseLink as Ipperwash.E_Vol_2_Full.pdf
Report of the Ipperwash Inquiry, May 2007, Policy Analysis, Vol. 2, 394 pp. (to be divided up amongst the class) - on MyCourseLink as Ipperwash.Exec.Summ.Vol4.pdf
Course Evaluation:  


Class Participation:


20%


Seminar Presentations:

30%  


Outline and Bibliography

 5%

October 30

Research Essay:



45%

December 8
Class Participation is essential to this course as there are few lectures. Most of our learning takes place through actively discussing and critiquing the readings and the issues raised by them. Come to class prepared to discuss what you find interesting in the readings. Ask questions. Find an interesting passage to focus on. Connect weekly readings to previous readings. Engage with the presentations made by other students through questions and comments.
Read Material Before Class and Always Bring Readings to Class!

Keep a Copy of All Assignments!

PLAGIARISM:

There are two types of plagiarism. The first is when is when you copy word-for-word a portion of someone else's written work without crediting the author. If you are using one or more sentences written by someone else in your assignments, you must put quotes around them and provide a full citation to the author. This includes textbooks. The second type of plagiarism is when you use someone else's ideas without acknowledging the source of those ideas. Even when you re-write an idea in your own words, you must credit the author. You will receive zero on an assignment if any part of it is plagiarized, and your name will be reported to the Dean of Social Sciences and Humanities. 

For more information, see "IX Academic Dishonesty", Lakehead University 

Calendar 08/09.
Weekly Reading Schedule:

September 8:  Introduction to Law & Society and to Ipperwash Inquiry 

September 15:  Public Inquiries, Law, Social Change

Michael McCann, “Law and Social Movements”, Supplement. 

Kent Roach, “Canadian Public Inquiries and Accountability”, Supplement.
September 22:  Public Inquiries
R. Centa and P. Macklem “Securing Accountability Through Commissions of Inquiry: A Role for the Law Commission of Canada”, Supplement. 
Gus Van Harten, “Truth Before Punishment: A Defense of Public Inquiries”, Supplement.
September 29:  The Ipperwash Inquiry: Facts

The Ipperwash Inquiry, Executive Summary, Vol. 4 pp. 1 – 79. See MyCourseLink: Ipperwash.Exec.Summ.Vol4.pdf

Public Inquiries Act, Ontario See MyCourseLink: Public.Inquiries.ON.htm.

Table of Contents of The Ipperwash Inquiry, Policy Analysis, Vol. 2  See MyCourseLink: Ipperwash.E_Vol_2_Full.pdf.  Set up student presentations, based on interest in descriptions under Table of Contents
October 6:  Aboriginal Rights
Brian Slattery, “The Organic Constitution: Aboriginal
Peoples and the Evolution of Canada”, Supplement
Patricia Monture-Angus, “Theoretical Foundations and the Challenge of Aboriginal Rights”, Supplement.
October 20:  Aboriginal Rights

* This week will be a lecture * to give you some historical background read John Borrows, “Crown and Aboriginal Occupations of Land: A History & Comparison”, Supplement and Michael Coyle, “Addressing Aboriginal Land and treaty Rights in Ontario: An Analysis of Past Policies and Options for the Future”, Supplement
October 27: Aboriginal Rights

John Borrows, “Living Between Water and Rocks: The Environment, First Nations and Democracy”, Supplement
November 3, 10, 17, 24 and December 1: 
Student Presentations on Ipperwash Inquiry Report
Outline and Bibliography: Due October 30 in class, 5% of mark
Hand in a brief paragraph (or an outline) explaining your topic for your research essay, along with a short bibliography showing that you have done some research (3 outside sources minimum, along with some class readings you expect to use), by October 30 unless other arrangements are made. This is worth 5% of your mark. I will write comments, mark and return these to you ASAP, so you can continue your research. This gives me an opportunity to make suggestions to strengthen your research, or narrow a topic that is too broad.

Research Essay Assignment: Due Dec. 8 by noon in my office RB 2043; 45% of mark
This essay should be a research / analysis essay closely related to the Ipperwash Report - it can build on your presentation, or discuss and analyze a different issue raised in the report. This is your opportunity to develop your own critique / perspective on part of the Ipperwash Inquiry, supported by outside research. You may wish to analyze it in terms of some of the theories of law presented in class: for example, whether or how law is structured to continue racist oppression; connections between the Ipperwash Inquiry and aspects of aboriginal rights; what kinds of effects public inquiries have on social change. You may also discuss it in terms of issues raised within the report itself.
The essay should be 10 - 12 pages long, typed, double-spaced. You must include and apply a minimum of 5 outside research materials. A list of helpful resources in law and society research is attached o this outline.

Write in paragraphs: one idea per paragraph and each idea developed, connect the paragraphs together, avoid grammar and spelling mistakes, watch your sentence structures to make sure ideas are clearly expressed. You will be marked on: writing structure; research and application of research; how well you support your ideas; how clearly your ideas are developed.
Seminar Presentations – 30% throughout the course
The goal of the seminar presentations is for all of us to teach other the contents of the different parts of the Policy Analysis volume of the Ipperwash Inquiry Report, as well as raise questions about the policy approaches suggested in the report and the connections with class readings on public inquiries and aboriginal rights. 
Presentations will all be on specific sections of the Ipperwash Report  - division of sections and dates will be decided in class, early in the course. You may present as an individual or in small groups (2, 3 or 4 people). Groups (depending on size) will be expected to cover more material than individuals. Groups larger than pairs will be expected to give me a brief statement of who did what and whether they would like to be marked as individuals or to share the same mark. Support technology for presenters who wish to have visual aids will be provided. 
